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SUBJECT: Tactical Tips

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. As an assist to all unit commanders the attached list of tactical
tips has been developed for use in operations against the VC.

2, While the points brought out may not solve all problems in the
field, if more attention is paid to what can be done by the unit commander
on the ground, our successes will be stimulated in every direction,
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TACTICAL TIPS

1. Intclligonce, lust be timely, rcliable, and detailed, Stress
importance of who, what, when, wherc, how many to troops for rcporting.
Spced is cssenticl in acting on intclligence.

2« Opcrations Planning. Plan for an adequatce force for the task
to be accomplished, Both mancuver and fire support clements of sufficicnt
strength arc roequired for any opcration, Provide an adequate rescrve.
Missions of subordinatc units must contributc to the overall force mission.
The initial force cmployed must be large cnough to accomplish all phascs
of the operation.

%. Coordination. All intcrested and participating agencics must
be knowledgeable of an operation and the cxtent of their mission. Prob-
lam arccs must be resolved prior to the start of an operation.

4. Communicationse An cffcctive system of communications, to
include rodio, wirc, audio, and visual is vital to the success of an
operation. Communicotion with all clements of a force is required.
Without communications therc is no control. Multiple meons of communica-
tion is dcsirablc. '

5. Firc Support. All availablc combat support means must be given
meximum utilization. Special attontion must be directed to firc support
plamning. The V€ will tcke advantoge of any discorncblce inndequacy in
firc support cfforts.

6. Artillcry Support Plamning. Ploan artillery support for oll
operations. Obscrvers on the ground with units must be supplemented by
airbornc obscrvers. All clcments to be supported must have the firce plen,
call signs and froquoncics, and current cuthentication system. Artillery
must not be rclicd on as a substitute for orgonic wcoapons and moncuver
forces. Plon support for all deployed units, cspecially when an cncmy
ambush attompt is anticipated. Tire support coordination must begin at
the lowest level. Usc YFlack Suppression" fire against VC ground firc
dirccted at fricndly circrait,.

7. Combot Reconnoissance Operatioins. Deception must be cmplojed
whon conducting acrial rccomncissance. Overfly other arcas as well as
the objcctive arca. Air reconnaissance is not a substitutc for ground
reconnaissancc. Combat recconnaissaonce using small, highly traincd units
arc cffective against squad or smaller sized units in sugpect areas.
and arc capable of collecting accurate and up to date information.
Generally it is comprised of 20 to 24 men armed with lightweight automa-
tic weapons. It is not capable of conducting sustcined operations cnd
should complete its task on the ground in 15 minutes or less.




8, Landing Zones. Sclect primery and alternntce LZs. Repected
reconnaissonce of primary lending zones may give the VC a premature
advrntoge and allow time to plan, preparc, and cxccute an ambush
at the critical time ond plocce As many lecders as possible should be
on the initial flights to minimize flights recquirced.

9, Tcrrain. Utilize the terrain. Take advantage of cover and
conccalment for deploying troops. Stoy off trails, roads, ond stream
beds. Whon defending, sclect positions affording ficlds of firc and
obscrvation, or which will canalize the cnemy in approaching the fricndly
positione

10, Mancuver. Maintain mobility ~nd flexibility of mancuver.
The situction may dictote chonges. Unwarranted deviation from the plan
will result in a lack of sufficient force at the point of decision.
Control of forces must be maintained at all times.

11, Attacks. Usc fire and moncuver; advance under cover of support-
ing fircs. The assault must be violently cxccutcd. Momentum of the
attack must be maintained.

12, Saturation Patrolling. Conduct saturation patrolling in
arces under control of the VC to locate him, Arca saturation tnctics
deny the VC frce access to all arcas within the erca of operation.
Conduct frequent cnd persistent night opernticns. Patrolling simul-
toncously on mony axes in a large arca results in a greater number of
‘meoting cngogements with the VC. Perform concurrcnt Psy War/Civic
Action missions.

13, Scorch and Destroy Missions. Scarch and destroy missions
reguirc omployment of flexible control measurcs such as zones of action
end phesce lincs. The objective must be to gain and maintain contoct
with and destroy the cncmy. Units ghould oricnt on the cnemy, not on
terrain objectivess

14, Dogle Flights. In addition to normal mcthods of cmployment an
cagle force can be used to recinforce air strikes by londing immedictely
following complction of eon airstrike to ongoge surviving clements of
an cnany forco,

15, Ambushcs. Conduct ambush operations at night as well as
during daylight. Conduct a detailed rchearsal prior to occupying the
position. Boch individual must thoroughly understand his tasgk. Hove
to the ambush site by conccaled routcs, or move after dark. Spring the
ombush quickly and violently; pursuo cscaping VC with fire,

16, Night Operations. Conduct froquent operations during darknesse
Stoy bchind potrols and ambushes operating at night hinder VC movement .




Plan artillery H&I fires on known and suspccted VO asscmbly arcas and
routos of movement. Plan acrial infrarcd photography and airborne radar
surveillance over suspect arcas.

17. Prcvention of ‘mbushcs. 4 unit moving tactically from onc
point to another cannot move both rapidly and naintein proper sccurity
~t the same time. The commander must decide which he wantse Of the
choicos it should be only the cxception when the situation demonds
repidity of movement at the price of sccurity. £11 around sccurity on
the moves Sceurity cloments must be posted to the front, on both flanks,
cnd to the reor. Sccurity clements must check cvery arcc within small
arms renge of the moin force., LA communications system must be provide
Lssumc thot no arca outside a perimeter or compound is sccurcs (Scc Par 6)

18, Countcrambush. Reaction to ambushes must be swift and violont
in noturc cmploying automatic weapons and grenades, and ropid assault
of the ambush position. Each unit must have a counter anbush plen undecr-
stood by all. Personncl must be constently aleort and rcady to fight.
Vonpons must be in the soldicrs' hands. Sights must be sct. Impedimenta
must not bc suspcnded from w.apons. Plan and usc artillery support.

19, /rtillcry Positions. VC operational plans toke into account
onge and locations as well as battery rcsponsc timce. Frequent changes
of position will add to the cffcctivencss of artillery and the disruption
of VC plans. "Hip Shoots" add surprisc to ~rtillery target arca coveragc.

20, Dcfensce Plen for all around defensce Do not disclosc automa-
tic weopons positions by firing during sporadic sniper firc., Usc ambush
patrols and corly. warping Agvigaa to cover avenues of approach into the
perimeter. Be especiolly alert during periods of limited visibility.

21, Wight H-lts. Helt on the most defensible terrain available.
Tsteblish o tight perimcter which means an gll around defensce Digposc
cutom~tic weapons and grenade launchers to cover avenucs of approach to
the perimeter., Sct cut trip flores and cnbi-porsonncl mincge. Schedule
periodic illumination of the arcas outside the perimetoer.
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22, liarking Ground Locations. Colorcd smoke should not be uscd
t0 cstablish ground locations for pilot identification unlcss contact
with the cnemy hos beon mede. Usc colored poncls when the situaticn
permitse In thick jungle thce circraft con fly o criss-cross pattern
over the jungle arce and be given a radio signal when dircectly overhcad.

2%, Convoys. No routc is 100% scofcs  Convoy protecction depends upon
common scnsc meosurcs for sccurity. Convoy operations must be thoroughly
coordinnted to include intclligencc, communications, air ond artillery
support, routc sccurity forccs, and alcrt reaction forces. Onc agency



should be responsible for all coordination. Adr cover (AIRCAP) reduccs
the likelihood of ambush,

24, Mecdical Evacuation. Casualty ovacuation must be cxpedited.
Insurc that the cvacuation system for civilians, ARVN, and Frec World
personncl is understood by all medical personncl.




